Recommended Diverse Fiction titles in Northfield Library
KS:3
Artichoke Hearts By Sita Brahmachari
Twelve‐year‐old Mira comes from a chaotic, artistic and outspoken family where it's not
always easy to be heard. As her beloved Nana Josie's health declines, Mira begins to
discover the secrets of those around her, and also starts to keep some of her own. She is
drawn to mysterious Jide, a boy who is clearly hiding a troubled past and has grown
hardened layers ‐ like those of an artichoke ‐ around his heart. As Mira is experiencing
grief for the first time, she is also discovering the wondrous and often mystical world
around her.
An incredibly insightful, honest novel exploring the delicate balance, and often injustice,
of life and death ‐ but at its heart is a celebration of friendship, culture and life.
Azzi in between By Sarah Garland
Azzi and her parents are in danger. They have to leave their home and escape to
another country on a frightening journey by car and boat. In the new country they must
learn to speak a new language, find a new home and Azzi must start a new school. With
a kind helper at the school, Azzi begins to learn English and understand that she is not
the only one who has had to flee her home. She makes a new friend, and with courage
and resourcefulness, begins to adapt to her new life.
Drawing on her own experience of working among refugee families, renowned author
and illustrator Sarah Garland tells, with tenderness and humour, an exciting adventure
story told in Graphic Novel format, to be enjoyed by readers of all ages. Endorsed by Amnesty International.
Coram Boy by Jamila Gavin
The Whitbread 2000 Book of the Year is a haunting and captivating work of historical
fiction for children. The Coram man takes babies and money from desperate mothers,
promising to deliver them safely to a Foundling Hospital in London. Instead, he murders
them and buries them by the roadside, to the helpless horror of his mentally ill son, Mish.
Mish saves one, Aaron, who grows up happily unaware of his history, proving himself a
promising musician. As Aaron's new life takes him closer to his real family, the watchful
Mish makes a terrible mistake, delivering Aaron and his best friend Toby back into the
hands of the Coram man.

The fastest boy in the world by Elizabeth Laird
Eleven‐year‐old Solomon loves to run! The great athletes of the Ethiopian national team
are his heroes and he dreams that one day he will be a gold‐medal‐winning athlete like
them, in spite of his ragged shorts and bare feet. When his grandfather announces that
he's going to take Solomon to Addis Ababa, Solomon cannot believe his ears. A trip to the
capital? It's unfathomable. Solomon's joy is increased when he realizes that the Ethiopian
running team will be doing a victory parade through the city that day. Maybe he'll get a
glimpse of Haile Gebrselassie or Derartu Tulu?! When grandfather collapses, Solomon
knows that getting help from his village is up to him. It's a twenty‐mile run from the city to
home, and grandfather's life hangs in the balance. Can the small bare‐footed runner with the big heart do it?

Inspirational Lives Malala Yousafzai
I am Malala. These three words have become synonymous with one girl's tireless
campaign for the right of young people around the world to have an education. This
title explores how Malala Yousafzai, a schoolgirl from Pakistan, stood up to the
Taliban and defended her right to an education. From her initial blogging for the
BBC, to the shooting that rocked the world, to her emergence as a powerful speaker
in favour of feminist rights and being awarded the Noble Peace Prize, Malala's story
will amaze and inspire you. The series focuses on the people who inspire children
today. Each book looks at the background, life and achievements of a personality,
their impact on popular culture as well as detailing the everyday facets of their job
and how they have gained such success.
Crongton Knights by Alex Wheatle
Living on the South Crongton council estate has its worries ‐ and life for McKay has been
even tougher since his mum died. His dad has been working all hours to keep the bailiffs
from their door. His brother is always out riding the streets at night, tempting trouble. And
now, having strayed off his turf on a 'heroic' (if misguided) mission to help out a girl,
McKay finds himself facing a friend's crazy ex‐boyfriend, some power‐tripping hood‐rats
and a notoriously violent gangster with a vendetta which hits too close to home. Poor
McKay. He never asked for trouble . . . But during one madcap night of adventure and
danger, he will find out who his true friends are and what it means to stick with your
family. Crongton Knights is a very funny, very moving story that shows that although life is
testing, the lessons learned the hard way are the ones you'll never forget.
Oranges in No Man’s Land by Elizabeth Laird
Since her father left Lebanon to find work and her mother tragically died in a shell attack,
ten‐year‐old Ayesha has been living in the bomb‐ravaged city of Beirut with her granny
and her two younger brothers. The city has been torn in half by civil war and a desolate,
dangerous no man's land divides the two sides. Only militiamen and tanks dare enter this
deadly zone, but when Granny falls desperately ill Ayesha sets off on a terrifying journey
across no man's land to reach a doctor living in enemy territory...

The Un‐forgotten coat by Frank Cotterill‐Boyce
This is a stunning magical story of a summer of friendship with darker undertones of
refugees. Two refugee brothers from Mongolia are determined to fit in with their
Liverpool schoolmates, but bring so much of Mongolia to Bootle that their new friend and
guide, Julie, is hard‐pressed to know truth from fantasy as she recollects a wonderful
friendship that was abruptly ended when Chingis and his family were forced to return to
Mongolia. Told with the humour, warmth and brilliance of detail which characterizes
Frank Cottrell Boyce's writing, this magical and compelling story is enriched by stunning
and atmospheric Polaroid photos. This title is written by a popular, best‐selling and prize‐
winning author.

KS:4
(Un)Arranged Marriage by Bali Rai
MANNY WANTS TO BE A FOOTBALLER. OR A POP STAR. OR WRITE A BESTSELLER. HE
DOESN'T WANT TO GET MARRIED...'Harry and Ranjit were waiting for me ‐ waiting to take
me to Derby, to a wedding. My wedding. A wedding that I hadn't asked for, that I didn't
want. To a girl who I didn't know...If they had bothered to open their eyes, they would
have seen me: seventeen, angry, upset but determined ‐ determined to do my own thing,
to choose my own path in life...'
Set partly in the UK and partly in the Punjab region of India, this is a fresh, bitingly
perceptive and totally up‐to‐the‐minute look at one young man's fight to free himself from
family expectations and to be himself, free to dance to his own tune.
An Act of Love by Alan Gibbons
Childhood friends Chris and Imran celebrate the millennium as inseparable blood brothers,
they are both seven years old. But by 2011 their lives have taken very different paths. One
has joined the Army and served in Afghanistan, the other is a potential jihad recruit. They
are no longer friends, and there are bitter wounds between them which remain unhealed.
Will their childhood bond be strong enough to overcome an extremist plot?
In a highly‐charged, honest and life affirming story, told in flashback from both Chris and
Imran's viewpoint, Alan Gibbon's cleverly explores the very real issue of terrorism that
affects everyone today.
The Bone Sparrow By Zana Frallion
Sometimes, at night, the dirt outside turns into a beautiful ocean. As red as the sun and
as deep as the sky. Yet the ocean is something Subhi has never seen and the sky only as
wide as the he can see. Born in a refugee camp, all Subhi knows of the world is that he's
at least 19 fence diamonds high, the nice Jackets never stay long, and at night he dreams
that the sea finds its way to his tent, bringing with it unusual treasures. The Bone Sparrow
is a beautiful and vivid reminder of innocent suffering, the importance of freedom and
the triumph of hope. It is evidence of the power of a story to speak for humanity; it is a
story that stands for anyone who's ever struggled to find a safe home. Shortlisted for the
Guardian Children's Fiction Prize and endorsed by Amnesty International.
Chandra By Francis Mary Hendry
Chandra is looking forward to her arranged marriage ‐ her new husband is open‐minded
and modern‐thinking. But when he dies shortly after their wedding Chandra realizes that
she is now the property of her husband's family who blame her for their son's death. She
escapes into the desert and eventually finds her way home ‐ but her husband's family are
hot on her heels.

Does my head look big in this ? Randa Abdel‐Fattah
Don't panic ‐ I'm Islamic. Amal is a 16‐year‐old Melbourne teen with all the usual
obsessions about boys, chocolate and Cosmo magazine. She's also a Muslim, struggling to
honour the Islamic faith in a society that doesn't' understand it. The story of her decision
to 'shawl up' and its attendant anxieties (like how much eyeliner to wear) is funny,
surprising and touching by turns. When sixteen‐year‐old Amal decides to wear the hijab
full‐time, her entire world changes, all because of a piece of clothing.
Brilliantly funny and poignant, Randa Abdel‐Fattah's debut novel will strike a chord in all
teenage readers, no matter what their beliefs.
The Lies we tell ourselves By Robin Talley
Lie #1: I'm not afraid. Lie #2: I'm sure I'm doing the right thing. Lie# 3: I don't care what
they think of me. It's 1959. The battle for civil rights is raging. And it's Sarah's first day of
school as one of the first black students at previously all‐white Jefferson High. No one
wants Sarah there. Not the Governor. Not the teachers. And certainly not the students ‐
especially Linda, daughter of the town's most ardent segregationist. Sarah and Linda are
supposed to despise each other. But the more time they spend together, the less their
differences matter.
This book will make you angry, it will make you cry, but it will also make you smile.' 'This
exceptional novel of first love and sexual awakenings is set against a backdrop of shocking racism and
prejudice. It is incredibly well written as the tense, riveting story seamlessly combines fiction with historical
fact.' ‐ Booktrust' Shortlisted for Carnegie Medal 2016.
I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up For Education And Was Shot By The Taliban
*Winner of the 2014 Nobel Peace Prize* In 2009 Malala Yousafzai began writing a blog on
BBC Urdu about life in the Swat Valley as the Taliban gained control, at times banning
girls from attending school. When her identity was discovered, Malala began to appear in
both Pakistani and international media, advocating the freedom to pursue education for
all. In October 2012, gunmen boarded Malala's school bus and shot her in the face, a
bullet passing through her head and into her shoulder. Remarkably, Malala survived the
shooting. At a very young age, Malala Yousafzai has become a worldwide symbol of
courage and hope. Her shooting has sparked a wave of solidarity across Pakistan, not to
mention globally, for the right to education, freedom from terror and female
emancipation.
Noughts and Crosses Malorie Blackman
Sephy is a Cross ‐ a member of the dark‐skinned ruling class. Callum is a nought ‐ a
'colourless' member of the underclass who were once slaves to the Crosses. The two have
been friends since early childhood. But that's as far as it can go. Against a background of
prejudice, distrust and mounting terrorist violence, a romance builds between Sephy and
Callum ‐ a romance that is to lead both of them into terrible danger ... As Malorie
Blackman herself says: 'I wanted to turn society as we know it on its head, with new names
for the major divisions, ie Noughts (the underclass) and Crosses (the majority, ruling
society). I wanted to see this new world through the eyes of the main two characters,
Callum (a nought) and Sephy (a Cross).'

Reading Groups
Running on the Roof of the World by Jess Butterworth x 6 copies
Join 12‐year‐old Tash and her best friend Sam in a story of adventure, survival and hope, set
in the vivid Himalayan landscape of Tibet and India. Filled with friendship, love and courage,
this young girl's thrilling journey to save her parents is an ideal read for children aged 9‐12.
Tash has to follow many rules to survive in Tibet, a country occupied by Chinese soldiers.
But when a man sets himself on fire in protest and soldiers seize Tash's parents, she and her
best friend Sam must break the rules. They are determined to escape Tibet ‐ and seek the
help of the Dalai Lama himself in India.

The Weight of Water by Sarah Crossan
Armed with a suitcase and an old laundry bag filled with clothes, Kasienka and her mother
head for England. Life is lonely for Kasienka. At home her mother's heart is breaking and at
school friends are scarce. But when someone special swims into her life, Kasienka learns
that there might be more than one way for her to stay afloat. The Weight of Water is a
startlingly original piece of fiction; most simply a brilliant coming of age story, it also
tackles the alienation experienced by many young immigrants. Moving, unsentimental and
utterly page‐turning, we meet and share the experiences of a remarkable girl who shows
us how quiet courage prevails.
101 Club
A Thousand splendid suns by Khaled Hosseini
Mariam is only fifteen when she is sent to Kabul to marry Rasheed. Nearly two decades
later, a friendship grows between Mariam and a local teenager, Laila, as strong as the ties
between mother and daughter. When the Taliban take over, life becomes a desperate
struggle against starvation, brutality and fear. Yet love can move a person to act in
unexpected ways, and lead them to overcome the most daunting obstacles with a startling
heroism.

Orphan of Islam by Alexander Khan
I've told you before, and I will tell you again, if you are unable to read the Holy Book you
will be punished.' The teacher's face was a mask of anger. 'Understand?' Born in 1975 in
the UK to a Pakistani father and an English mother, Alexander Khan spent his early years as
a Muslim in the north of England. But at the age of three his family was torn apart when
his father took him to Pakistan. Three years on Alex is brought back to England, but kept
hidden at all times. His father disappears to Pakistan again, leaving Alex in the care of a
stepmother and her cruel brother. And it is then that his troubles really begin. Seen as an
outsider by both the white kids and the Pakistani kids, Alex is lost and alone. A fascinating
and compelling account of young boy caught between two cultures, this book tells the true story of a child
desperately searching for his place in the world; the tale of a boy, lost and alone, trying to find a way to
repair a life shattered by the shocking event he witnessed through a crack in the door of a house in an
isolated village in Pakistan.

